


DIY Pet Bed Pattern 
The DIY Pet Bed Pattern is a versatile sewing project that allows you to create two cozy 
designs using the same basic construction principles: a comfortable Open Pet Bed with raised 
padded sides or a snug Closed Cave Pet Bed with a drawstring top. Both styles are soft, 
durable, and perfect for cats or small dogs. This beginner-friendly project can easily be 
customized in different sizes, fabrics, and colors to suit your pet's needs. 

Skill Level 
Beginner to Intermediate 

Basic sewing knowledge is recommended, including sewing curved seams, topstitching, and 
inserting batting or fiberfill. 

Finished Size 

Open Pet Bed 

●​ Width: 45 cm (17.7 in) 
●​ Length: 45 cm (17.7 in) 
●​ Height: 20 cm (7.9 in) 

Closed Cave Pet Bed 

●​ Width: 45 cm (17.7 in) 
●​ Depth: 45 cm (17.7 in) 
●​ Height: 40 cm (15.7 in) 

Adjust the measurements by enlarging or reducing the pattern pieces before cutting. 

Materials 
●​ Upholstery fabric, canvas, denim, or heavy cotton 
●​ Soft fleece, sherpa, plush, or minky fabric for the lining 
●​ Fusible fleece or quilt batting 
●​ Polyester fiberfill 
●​ Matching sewing thread 
●​ Drawstring cord (about 60 cm / 24 in) 
●​ Two cord locks 
●​ Snap buttons or magnetic snaps (optional) 
●​ Sewing machine 



●​ Fabric scissors 
●​ Pins or clips 
●​ Fabric marker 
●​ Measuring tape 
●​ Iron 

Seam Allowance 
Use a 1 cm (3/8 in) seam allowance on every piece unless otherwise noted. 

Cutting Guide 

Open Pet Bed 

Cut: 

●​ 1 Base (outer fabric) 
●​ 1 Base (lining) 
●​ 2 Side Panels (outer fabric) 
●​ 2 Side Panels (lining) 
●​ Batting pieces matching every outer fabric section 

Closed Cave Pet Bed 

Cut: 

●​ 6 Main Panels (outer fabric) 
●​ 6 Main Panels (lining) 
●​ 2 Entrance Rings (outer fabric) 
●​ 2 Entrance Rings (lining) 
●​ 1 Base (outer fabric) 
●​ 1 Base (lining) 
●​ Batting for all outer fabric pieces 

Prepare the Fabric 
Wash, dry, and press all fabrics before cutting. Transfer the pattern onto the fabric and cut each 
piece accurately. Fuse batting or fleece to the wrong side of every outer fabric piece if additional 
structure is desired. 

 



 



 

 

 

Sewing the Open Pet Bed 

Step 1 – Assemble the Side Panels 

Place two outer side panels right sides together and sew along the curved edges. Repeat with 
the lining panels. Press all seams open. 

Step 2 – Attach the Side Panels to the Base 

Pin the completed side ring to the base, matching the center points and quarter marks. Sew 
slowly around the entire curve. Repeat the same process for the lining. 

Step 3 – Turn and Fill the Side Walls 

Turn the outer bed right side out. Insert the lining inside, wrong sides together. Fill the side walls 
evenly with polyester fiberfill or batting until they feel soft but supportive. 

Step 4 – Finish the Upper Edge 

Fold the raw edges inward and topstitch around the entire opening. If desired, insert a 
drawstring casing along the upper edge and thread the cord through both sides to create 
adjustable side support. 

Sewing the Closed Cave Pet Bed 

Step 1 – Join the Main Panels 

Pair the six outer panels right sides together and sew each long edge until a dome shape forms. 
Repeat with the lining pieces. 

Step 2 – Prepare the Entrance 

Sew the entrance facing pieces together to form a circle. Attach the facing to the front opening 
of both the outer shell and lining. Clip the curves and press carefully. 



Step 3 – Assemble the Dome 

Place the lining inside the outer shell with right sides together. Stitch around the front entrance. 
Turn everything right side out through the bottom opening and press neatly. 

Step 4 – Attach the Base 

Pin the base to the bottom edge of the dome, matching all seams evenly. Sew completely 
around the perimeter. Repeat for the lining, leaving a small turning opening if necessary. 

Step 5 – Insert the Filling 

Fill the side panels and upper sections with polyester fiberfill until evenly padded. Avoid 
overstuffing so the cave keeps its rounded shape while remaining comfortable. 

Step 6 – Add the Drawstring 

Create a casing around the top opening by folding the upper edge inward and stitching around 
it. Thread the drawstring through the casing using a safety pin and attach the cord locks. 

Step 7 – Add Closures 

Install snap buttons or magnetic closures along the front opening if you want the cave bed to 
close securely during use. 

Finishing Touches 
Topstitch around the outer edges for extra durability. Check that all seams are reinforced, trim 
loose threads, and gently shape the bed by hand to distribute the filling evenly. 

Fabric Suggestions 
Heavy cotton canvas, denim, upholstery fabric, corduroy, and quilted cotton all work well for the 
exterior. Soft sherpa, plush fleece, minky, or faux fur create a warm and comfortable interior 
your pet will love. 

Helpful Tips 
Distribute the filling gradually to prevent lumps and uneven padding. Reinforce all stress points 
with a second line of stitching, especially around the entrance and side seams. Clip curved 
seam allowances before turning to create smooth rounded edges. Press after every major seam 
for a professional-looking finish. 



Care Instructions 
Machine wash on a gentle cycle using cold or warm water. Use mild detergent and avoid 
bleach. Air dry whenever possible or tumble dry on low heat. Fluff the filling after washing to 
restore the original shape. 

Customization Ideas 
Add a removable cushion for easier cleaning, personalize the bed with your pet's name using 
embroidery, include a non-slip base for hardwood floors, or sew small storage pockets onto the 
outside for toys and treats. You can also make matching blankets using the same fabrics for a 
coordinated handmade pet set. 

Conclusion 
Your DIY Pet Bed is now complete. Whether you choose the cozy Open Pet Bed or the warm 
and secure Closed Cave Pet Bed, this sewing project provides a comfortable resting place for 
your furry companion while allowing endless opportunities for personalization. With durable 
construction, soft materials, and customizable sizing, this handmade pet bed is a practical 
project that combines comfort, style, and functionality for years of everyday use. 
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